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Chambers of Commerce: Community Leaders in Action
February 15™ marks the beginning of Chamber of Commerce Week, an opportunity for local Chambers
across the province to demonstrate the outstanding value they provide to their communities.

While each Chamber of Commerce is as unique as the community in which it operates, the value of every
Chamber is grounded in three common areas of importance: advocacy, benefits and services.

The advocacy efforts of local Chambers represent some of their most important work. Chambers raise
issues that concern both their members and the community at large with the Provincial and Federal
government. By giving these issues a voice beyond the local level, Chambers provide much needed input
to public policy which benefits local economic and social well-being.

Benefits and services constitute two other areas of Chamber focus. Chambers provide direct benefit and
service programs for their members, helping them to put their very best foot forward in business, which in
turn stimulates local economies. Beyond their memberships, however, Chambers are hard at work
promoting and assisting their communities. Whether by hosting and organizing local events, or by running
the area visitor centre and promoting tourism, Chamber contributions are a tangible part of the
municipalities and regions they represent.

Chambers of Commerce are leaders in action. Chamber of Commerce Week serves not only to recognize

and applaud that action, but also to bring further awareness of the Chamber Network’s influence and
importance in British Columbia to members of the public and Chamber members of alike.

The Chamber's New Logo is here!
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With the unveiling of our new Logo

Chamber of Commerce, January 27", AGM a success!

On the evening of January 27t, the Quesnel & District Chamber of Commerce celebrated
their 100t Annual Election. It was a fun evening in partnership with the Quesnel Museum and
Archives where the members had an opportunity to walk through time with a scavenger hunt
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businesses. Itvwas a great opportunity to network.

Photo: Mayor Sjostrom
and the new Board of
Directors taking the Oath

of Office.
Elected are:
President Darlene Osborne Quesnel Cariboo Observer
1% Vice-President Colin Ketchum Ketchum Enterprises
2" Vice-President Martin Ellefson West Fraser Mills
Treasurer Brian Harrison Scotia Bank
Past-president Keith Brookes Community Futures of the NorthCariboo
Directors
Jason Carter Cariboo Honda
Colin Ketchum Ketchum Enterprises
Fran Macpherson Accurate Mining Services
Tony Metivier Staples
Robert Moutray Sandman
Harpal Aulakh Key Life Financial Group
Graeme Armstrong Edward Jones
Jorge Busca Walmart
Darcy DeSutter Canadian Tire
Patti Gerhardi PMG Communications

JoAnne Ward Stepping Stones
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Business Excellence Awards:
The Winners!

Congratulations to the winners of the"&nnual
Business Excellence Awards!

And the winners areé

Retailer of the Year: Community Spirit Award:
Westside Liquor Store Salvation Army

Tourism Excellence Award: Business Person of the Year:
Cariboo Rivers Audrey Steinbach

Employee of the Year: Go Green Award:

Dennis Baptiste, City of Quesnel Green Tree Health and Wellness
Home Based Business of the Year: Magnetic Young Entrepreneur Award:
Creations and Gemstones Nicole England, Booster Juice.

Customer Service Award:
Fraserview Pharmacy

Womends Business
Date: Feb 10 2010
Time: 8:15-9:30
Location: Tower Inn
Topic: Public Speaking,
Toastmasters will lead the seminar.
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The Quesnel Winter Carnival

Come enjoy the Quesnel Winter Carnival
Hosted by: Quesnel Spirit Committee, Quesnel Active
Communities, Nature Education Center

Sat, Feb 7 from 1-6 pm,
At the West Fraser Timber Park

Activities include Skating on the pond, S’Mores,
Fireworks and
much more!

Just a reminder to those who bought a photo at the
Business Excellence Awards Photo Fundraiser,
your image is available for pick up at the
Quesnel Visitor Center
Tues-Sat from 9-4.

We thank you for donating.

niti atji
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BE DiFFERgNT

by Roy Osing

BE DIFFERENT or be dead Virtual Business
Growth & Survival Series

BC Chamber Background Document
IMMEDIATELY INCREASE YOUR ORGANIZATI ON6S PERFORMANCH

Preliminary Series schedule T all sessions start at 11:30 PACIFIC in May

May 4 1 Strategy Creation May 11- Marketing
May 26 i Serving Customers May 18 i Sales
Here is what you can expect: V This stuff works. They were
V You learn BE DIFFERENT successfully implemented by Roy

practicest hat have been O0singad
testedd in the reaV Iwoeaidsdt @ ir rorgillo

V Discover the practices that cover have fun learning.
ALL major organizational V You get the help you need.
functions: Strategy, Marketing, V  We will support you.

Sales and Serving Customers.
V Youdo learning exercisesduring You cano6t affor ENOT t
each session so you can to apply ~ DIFFERENT difference in your

what you are learning. organization. This is the only practical
V Apply what you learn Series you will find anywhere with this
immediately. VALUE for a $997 (plus applicable taxes)
investment.

*PLEASE NOTE THERE IS FUNDING AVAILABLE TO COVER THE COSTS OF
BUSINESSES INTERESTED IN HAVING STAFF TRAINED!
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BC Chamber of Commerce Selects Commerce
Energy for Natural Gas Program

. Commerce

@y,_- Energy

The BC Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce that its members are now
eligible for Commer c e deEguatednaturgd gas ankets asxdcamn B Cd s

access expert advice on a variety of products to meet your specific needs.

Commerce Energy professionals offer expert industry insight to help business owners
with small to medium-sized operations better manage their natural gas energy costs.

With a Commerce Energy program, you can:

Make more informed decisions about your energy purchase

Reduce your time spent on energy price management

> >

Diversify and reduce your risk over time
Better understand your bills and choices

>~

>

Choose green energy options

Be sure to stay tuned over the next few days for further announcements regarding the
program. You can learn more about Commerce Energy at commerceenergygroup.com

Member Profile

LifeLabs -- A province-wide network providing quality, cost-effective medical diagnostic services
in BC

This year marks the 50" year BC doctors have relied on LifeLabs’ (formerly known as MDS Metro)
full range of diagnostic and information services to help diagnose, treat and monitor their patients.

LifeLabs specializes in the diagnostic needs of the outpatient community and provides — in patients’
home communities — the full range of outpatient lab testing essential to cost-effective, patient-focused

care.

LifeLabs is BC’s largest community-based diagnostic laboratory network providing services province-
wide — including locations in Quesnel and Prince George.
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Community Photos

Quesnel was one of the 1000 Communities

In_ BC to welcome the Olympic Torch.

These are just a few of the highlights from the event.
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HST Info Seminar

"The Proposed Transition to
Harmonized Sales Tax - Information
for Businesses. 0

The Canada Revenue Agency is
taking steps to ensure businesses are
aware of the proposed harmonized
sales tax.

The CRA has developed dedicated
WebPages to provide information on the
proposed transition to HST for
Ontario/British Columbia. These
WebPages can be found at
www.cra.gc.ca/harmonization and
contain the most current information
relating to the proposed transition to
HST for Ontario/British Columbia and
are updated regularly as information is
released.

Quesne | 6 s sletaké nar

place on:
February 8 ™ from 1:30 - 4:30
at the Sandman Inn .

If you require further information or to
register, please contact Vickie at 250-
561-7804 or by email: Vickie.Houk@cra-

arc.gc.ca
*registration is required*

\

February Events

Date Event Name

Kersley Musical Theatre

F2ain Presents Li'l Abner

Kersley Musical Theatre

e Presents Li'l Abner

Kersley Musical Theatre

et Presents Li'l Abner

Kersley Musical Theatre

TEE Presen ts Li'l Abner

Quesnel Film Club
Before Chanel

Feb 04 + (Coes

Kersley Musical Theatre

T80 Presents Li'l Abner

Feb 06 Quesnel Winter Carnival

Quesnel Millionaires Annual

DU Banquet & Auction

Feb 06 UFC 109

Kersley Musical Theatre

SE L Presents Li'l Abner

Feb 06 Concert - Gary Fjellgaard

Feb 09 Town Hall Meeting

Feb 10 Montreal Guitar Trio

Feb 10 Yuk Yuks

Virtual Elvis Live.....In Person
el 12 Dinner & Show

Feb 20

UFC 110
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